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50 CFR Ch. I (10–1–15 Edition) § 18.113 

§ 18.113 When is this subpart effective? 
Regulations in this subpart are effec-

tive from June 12, 2013 through June 12, 
2018 for year-round oil and gas explo-
ration activities. 

§ 18.114 How do I obtain a Letter of 
Authorization? 

(a) You must be a U.S. citizen as de-
fined in § 18.27(c). 

(b) If you are conducting an oil and 
gas exploration activity in the speci-
fied geographic region described in 
§ 18.112 that may cause the taking of 
Pacific walruses (walruses) or polar 
bears and you want nonlethal inci-
dental take authorization under this 
rule, you must apply for a Letter of 
Authorization for each exploration ac-
tivity. You must submit the applica-
tion for authorization to our Alaska 

Regional Director (see 50 CFR 2.2 for 
address) at least 90 days prior to the 
start of the proposed activity. 

(c) Your application for a Letter of 
Authorization must include the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) A description of the activity, the 
dates and duration of the activity, the 
specific location, and the estimated 
area affected by that activity, i.e., a 
plan of operation. 

(2) A site-specific plan to monitor 
and mitigate the effects of the activity 
on polar bears and Pacific walruses 
that may be present during the ongo-
ing activities (i.e., marine mammal 
monitoring and mitigation plan). Your 
monitoring program must document 
the effects to these marine mammals 
and estimate the actual level and type 
of take. The monitoring requirements 
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